
8:30 Traditional Worship  

Sunday, December 17, 2023 

Third Sunday of Advent, Year B 

 

 

 

 

Prelude 

Organ   

 

Welcome 

 

Gathering Hymn 

ELW #242 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 

You bring water to parched ground and life out of death. 

Bless us as this light grows, 

and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. 

Give us strength and patience, 

trusting that you are true to your promises. 

Transform the lives of all who suffer 

with your wonders near at hand. 

Amen. 

 

Song 

ELW #240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (vs. 3) 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

 

In the name of the Father, 



and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 

in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

ELW p. 138 (Setting 3) 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your 

prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

  because the Lord has anointed me; 

 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

  to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

  and release to the prisoners; 

 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 

  and the day of vengeance of our God; 

  to comfort all who mourn; 

 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

  the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

  they shall raise up the former devastations; 

 they shall repair the ruined cities, 

  the devastations of many generations. 

 

 8For I the Lord love justice, 

  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

  and their offspring among the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge 

  that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

  my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations. 

 

Psalm 126 



 1When the Lord restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 

  then were we like | those who dream. 

 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 

  Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great | things for them.” 

 3The Lord has done great | things for us, 

  and we are | glad indeed. 

 4Restore our for- | tunes, O Lord, 

  like the watercourses | of the Negeb. 

 5Those who | sowed with tears 

  will reap with | songs of joy. 

 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 

  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of 

prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 

 23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is 

faithful, and he will do this. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

ELW p. 142 Alleluia (Setting 3) 

 

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. 

 

 19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 

to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 

Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 

the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an 

answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, 

 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 



as the prophet Isaiah said. 

 24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing 

if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize 

with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I 

am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan 

where John was baptizing. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Sermon: “Joy!” – Pastor Bonnie Lanyi 

 

Hymn of the Day 

ELW #241 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 



With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await 

God’s day of restoration. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Fill our mouths with laughter and shouts of joy as we bear witness to the great things you have 

done. Give your church a spirit of gladness as we gather and as we are sent. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Let the trees of the field sing your praise. Protect forests, orchards, rainforests, and all wooded 

areas from disease and deforestation. Keep us grateful for their gifts of oxygen, food, shade, and 

shelter. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You love justice and promise your favor to those who are oppressed, brokenhearted, and 

imprisoned. Grant wisdom and compassion to those who work for public safety and all who 

work within prisons, jails, and courts, that mercy may increase and violence wither away. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Give us strength to pray for our world without ceasing and provoke us toward love and good 

deeds for all who are in need especially Cindy, Daniel, Woody, Martha, Jim, Faith, Barbara, 

Leslie, Tom, Orin Perry & family, Tomcat, Nancy’s Mom, the people and church in Guatemala, 

Pastora Karen & her grandson, the people in the Holy Land …and all those we name out loud 

with our voices or silently in our hearts now……….. Provide for all without adequate housing, 

food, employment, or access to health care. Empower us as helpers and advocates. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Open our hearts to those who serve as truth-tellers in our church and in our society. Bless leaders 

in church and society in their task of proclamation. Amplify voices of peacemakers, advocates, 

and especially those whose voices are ignored or marginalized. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

With gratitude we rejoice in the saints who witnessed to your life in all circumstances, in whom 

your Spirit was not quenched, even in death. Through them, teach us always to hold fast to what 

is good. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and everlasting 

mercy. 

Amen. 

 



Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Offertory 

Organ  Rejoice, Rejoice, arr. Mark Sedio 

 

Offering Prayer 

God our provider, 

by your merciful hand 

abundance springs up from the earth. 

Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. 

Let them be a sign of your steadfast love 

and faithfulness for all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 

your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

Holy 



ELW p. 144 (Setting 3) 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 

your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 

and to heal all the suffering world. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await his coming again 

in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 

and on this bread and wine we share: 

strengthen our faith, 

increase our hope, 

and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



 

Invitation to Communion 

In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. 

Come, take your place at the table. 

 

Lamb of God 

ELW p. 146 (Setting 3) 

 

Communion Hymn 

ELW #488 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

 

Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life 

everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Generous God, 

in bread and cup you have revealed your glory 

for all people to see together. 

Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim 

your good news of liberation and release, 

brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

The God of peace bless you, 

the love of Christ sustain you in hope, 

and the anointing of the Spirit ☩ remain upon you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



Recessional Hymn 

ELW #244 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 

Dismissal 

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

Organ   


