
11:00 Contemporary Worship  
Sunday, September 17, 2023 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Lectionary 24, Year A 

Prelude 

Gathering Song 

SongSelect Ancient of Days 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father ☩ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 



the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Canticle of Praise 

W&P #45 “Glory to God in the highest” 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please 
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to 
him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 



slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though 
you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous 
people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little 
ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

Gospel Acclamation 

ELW p. 188 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 
tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on 
his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out 
of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went 
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I 
had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay 
his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 



Children’s Message 

Sermon: “No Limits” – Pastor Ruth Hamilton 

Song of the Day 

W&P #95 Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the Church, creation, and the 
needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 



We pray for the Church. Bless the missions and ministries of congregations, that we all proclaim 
your life-giving Gospel. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for creation.  Protect the creation you so love and make it flourish.  Help us be willing 
partners with you in its care.  Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for all who govern. Encourage those in positions of power to lead with empathy, 
practice forgiveness, and care for those who struggle. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for our friends and neighbors who face illness of any kind: For those strained 
financially; for all living with chronic pain, mental illness, or addiction; for those who are afraid 
or in harm’s way. We pray especially for Ken Hyde, Tony and Jean DeCouto, Bev Hogan, Jill 
Jolly, Faith Teem, Russ Malme, and those we name aloud or in our hearts. Comfort those who 
mourn, especially … Protect all who cry out for mercy and those who have no one to pray for 
them. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for this congregation. Help us to forgive each other, practice patience, and choose 
welcome over judgment. Strengthen our partners in ministry, especially the Iglesia Luterana 
Agustina de Guatemala.  Provide guidance to our Call Committee. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We give thanks for the saints who died in faith. Show us how to live faithfully, creatively, and 
lovingly in your Church and world as they did. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 



Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, 
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Offertory Song 

SongSelect Goodness of God 

Offering Prayer 

Blessed are you, 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care 
and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 



thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 

Communion Song 

SongSelect Behold the Lamb 

Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life 
everlasting. 

Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Benediction 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 



Sending Song 

SongSelect Glory to God Forever 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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