
8:30 Traditional Worship  
Sunday, September 10, 2023 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 

Lectionary 23, Year A 

Prelude 

Organ  Andante religioso, by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

Welcome  

Gathering Hymn 

ELW #660 Lift High the Cross 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father ☩ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 



we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Kyrie 

ELW p. 147 

Canticle of Praise 

ELW p. 149 “This is the feast of victory” 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we 
mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives 
life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from 
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you 
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked 
to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 
iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our 
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, 
As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, 
O house of Israel? 

Psalm 119:33-40 

 33Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 35Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
  for that is | my desire. 
 36Incline my heart to | your decrees 
  and not to | unjust gain. 
 37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
  give me life | in your way. 
 38Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
  which is for | those who fear you. 
 39Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
  because your judg- | ments are good. 
 40Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
  by your righteousness en- | liven me. 

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the 
law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 



steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling 
of the law. 
 
 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, 
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us 
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Gospel Acclamation 

ELW p. 151 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that 
one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell 
you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Message 



Sermon: “A Gentile and a Tax Collector” – Pastor Ruth Hamilton 

Hymn of the Day 

ELW #603 God, When Human Bonds Are Broken 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the Church, creation, and the 
needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 



Hold us accountable, O God. Show your Church where repentance is needed and lead us in paths 
of intentional compassion and listening. Help us extend hands of reconciliation and care, 
especially in relationships with each other, other Christians and people of other faiths. Merciful 
God, 

receive our prayer. 

Inspire us to lead with honor, O God. Guide judges and legislators, police, and government 
officials to create and uphold just laws. Move us to treat all people with dignity and guide our 
conversations with one another. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are harmed by the wicked acts of 
others. Bring peace to all who are vulnerable, frightened, despairing, or sick (especially), and 
those we name aloud or in our hearts. Guard their waking and their sleeping. We thank you for 
all the blessings we receive . . . Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Bless children, adults, and their teachers as faith formation classes begin.  Prosper the ministries 
of this congregation. Guide our Call Committee.  Inspire all people to do your work with their 
hands.  Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Awaken us, O God. Challenge and encourage your people to value the vocation to which each is 
called. In our diverse callings, teach us to love our neighbor above all else. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Be our hope, O God. We remember with thanksgiving your disciples who died in faith, those we 
name aloud and those in our hearts. May your promise of life be our protection and our hope. 
Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 



Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, 
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Offertory 

Organ  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, arr. Aaron David Miller 

Offering Prayer 

Blessed are you, 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care 
and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy 

ELW p. 153 

Great Thanksgiving 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 

Lamb of God 

ELW p. 154 

Communion Hymn 

ELW #462 Now We Join in Celebration 

Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life 
everlasting. 

Amen. 



Post Communion Prayer 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Benediction 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Recessional Hymn 

ELW #546 To Be Your Presence 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

Organ  Fanfare, by Jacques-Nicholas Lemmens
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