
11:00 Contemporary Worship  

Sunday, October 1, 2023 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Lectionary 26, Year A 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Gathering Song 

SongSelect We Believe 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father ☩ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 

sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 



Canticle of Praise 

W&P #45 “Glory to God in the highest” 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 

them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 

land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As 

I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all 

lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person 

who sins that shall die. 

 25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 

unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their 

righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed 

they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed 

and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned 

away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not 

die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my 

ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

 30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 

Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your 

ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 

yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no 

pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

ELW p. 188 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

 



Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 

he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then 

I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from 

heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human 

origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, 

“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 

these things. 

 28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 

the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The 

father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 

go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 

“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead 

of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 

tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 

your minds and believe him.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Sermon: “What do you think?” – Pastor Ruth Hamilton 

 

Song of the Day 

SongSelect Your Grace Is Enough 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 



suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the Church, creation, and the 

needs of our neighbors. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Holy God, we put our trust in you as we pray for the Church. Give bishops, pastors, deacons, 

teachers, and lay leaders the gifts of wisdom and discernment. Be with them in bold truth and 

faithful witness. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Lead us in your truth as we pray for creation. Empower us to look to the interests of others as we 

make choices that impact the environment. Summon us to be advocates for healthy waterways, 

habitats, and air. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Lead us in justice as we pray for those in government, the military, and other positions of 

authority. Give them humble and willing hearts, looking to the needs of others. We pray also for 

our enemies. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Trusting your goodness, we pray for all caregivers and people who are sick or suffering in any 

way (especially and those we name aloud or in our hearts). Give them encouragement and 

consolation in your presence.  We give you thanks for the blessings in our lives, which we now 

name aloud or in our hearts.  Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Teach us your paths as we pray for this congregation. Guide our Call Committee.  Be at work in 

us and unite us in your love as we labor together for the sake of the Gospel. Merciful God, 



receive our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for all the saints who died secure in the knowledge of salvation. Keep us fearless 

in our faith and certain of your resurrection. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, 

trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Song 

SongSelect His Mercy Is More 

 

Offering Prayer 

Blessed are you, 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 

these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care 

and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 



on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 

 

Communion Song 

SongSelect Jesus Messiah 

 

Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life 

everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 

gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Benediction 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Song 

SongSelect Send Me Out 

 

Dismissal 



Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 


