
11:00 Contemporary Worship  
Sunday, September 3, 2023 

Lectionary 22, Year A 

Prelude 

Gathering Song 

SongSelect Forever 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father ☩ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 



Amen. 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Canticle of Praise 

W&P #45 “Glory to God in the highest” 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. 
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your 
commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21 

 15O Lord, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 16Your words were found, and I ate them, 
  and your words became to me a joy 



  and the delight of my heart; 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O Lord, God of hosts. 
 17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18Why is my pain unceasing, 
  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed? 
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 
 19Therefore thus says the Lord: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 
 20And I will make you to this people 
  a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you 
  to save you and deliver you, 
 says the Lord. 
 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

Gospel Acclamation 

ELW p. 188 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 



21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they 
gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
 27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will 
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Message 

Sermon: “From Rock to Stumbling Block” – Pastor Ruth Hamilton 

Song of the Day 

W&P #146 We Are an Offering 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the Church, creation, and the 
needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 

God of life, your words are the joy at the heart of your Church. Draw the seeker to you, place 
messages of hope and healing in the mouths of your witnesses, and open your children to your 
truth when we stumble. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of steadfast love, renew the earth by your Spirit, that lands and oceans reveal the beauty of 
your creation. Challenge us to live humbly and peaceably as part of your world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

God of patience, lead those who govern to hold fast to what is good. Guide them to show honor 
to the people in their care. Overcome evil in all nations and grant peace to peoples and places 
mired in conflict (especially Ukraine). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 



God of deliverance, remember all who are suffering, lonely, and in pain. We pray especially 
for . . . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts.  Give endurance to workers who persevere on 
this Labor Day and inspire business leaders to provide fair wages and safe working 
environments. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of justice, equip this congregation to follow you boldly in uncertain times and to remain 
faithful in prayer when facing challenges. Show us how best to love and care for one another and 
our communities. Give wisdom and perseverance to our Call Committee.  Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of blessings, we give thanks for your presence with us in times of joy, especially those we 
name in our hearts or out loud. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of glory, we give thanks for the saints who now dwell with you in splendor (especially 
Wally). Nurture us in faith until the day we join their heavenly song. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, 
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Offertory Song 

SongSelect In Christ Alone 

Offering Prayer 

Blessed are you, 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care 



and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 

Communion Song 



SongSelect At the Cross (Love Ran Red) 

Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life 
everlasting. 

Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Benediction 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Sending Song 

SongSelect Lord Reign in Me 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.
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