11:00 Contemporary Worship
Sunday, April 23, 2023
Third Sunday of Easter, Year A

- We begin outside in the Promise Garden -
Opening Song
ELW #512  Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil

Invocation

In the name of the Father  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Prayer

Creator God, who lifted up the mountains and formed the dry land; whose hands shaped us out of
the dust of the earth; who formed the soils and made this earth a place of beauty and abundance:
We give you thanks for the gift of the land. Create in us such a sense of wonder and delight in
this and all your gifts that we receive them with gratitude, care for them with love, and
generously share them with all your creatures, to the honor and glory of your holy name.

Amen.

Scripture Reading: Genesis 1:9-13, 26, 28-31

®And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry
land appear." And it was so. 1°God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. *Then God said, "Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed
init." And it was so. 1?The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. *And there
was evening and there was morning, the third day.

26Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”



8God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every
living thing that moves upon the earth." 2°God said, "See, | have given you every plant yielding
seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have
them for food. 3°And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every green plant for
food." And it was so. 3'God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Promise Garden Ministry: Margaret Perry

Blessing

God, Creator of all living things, you fashioned a world in which lands and waterways, plants
and animals, together meet the needs of all that you have made. We pray that such vitality may
flourish around the globe and in this place. Bless those who work the soil. Nurture bees and other
pollinators. Protect farms, ranches, and gardens from flood and drought. Teach us how to share
with everyone the benefits of each harvest, and accept our gratitude for the sustenance you
provide, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

- All process to the sanctuary -

Gathering Song

SongSelect  Blessed Be Your Name

Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the
eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Scripture Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41

14apeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], **“Therefore let
the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah,
this Jesus whom you crucified.”

3’Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” *®Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit. **For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” *°And he testified with many other
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” #!So those
who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were
added.

Gospel Acclamation
ELW p. 188 “Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?”

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

3Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were
going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, #and talking with each
other about all these things that had happened. *While they were talking and discussing, Jesus
himself came near and went with them, ®but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. Y’ And
he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?”” They stood
still, looking sad. ¥Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 2%and how our chief
priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 2*But we had
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since
these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the
tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 2Some of those who
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see
him.” ®Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have declared! 2Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things
and then enter into his glory?”” 2’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted
to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28\s they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going



on. °But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the
day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. **When he was at the table with them,
he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 3 Then their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. **They said to each other, “Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to
us?” 3That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. 3*They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!” **Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been
made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon: “Sharing Stories” — Pastor Ruth Hamilton

Song of the Day
ELW #374  Day of Arising

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

Ever-present God, you make yourself known in the breaking of the bread and in the bonds of
community. Reveal yourself to us in the faces of all we meet. Strengthened by your body and
blood, let us boldly live out your good news. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

As we know you in the breaking of the bread, we know you in the grains of the field and the
flowing waters. Make your presence known to those who tend our Promise Garden. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Mothering God, you feed and comfort those who hunger. Open the hearts of those who have
resources and lead them to share your abundance. We pray for anyone hungering for your
comforting presence this day (especially those who are ill or recovering and those who mourn).
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You pour out your love on those who are oppressed. Help us keep the needs of those most
vulnerable at the forefront of our community. Move us to care for any who are disregarded or
oppressed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For what else do we pray? ... Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We remember with thanksgiving all your beloved saints (especially). As you have raised them to
eternal life, abide with us in your promise of resurrection. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty
and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



Offertory Song
SongSelect  Glory to God Forever

Offering Prayer

Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread

reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

Communion Song

SongSelect  Remembrance (The Communion Song)

Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life
everlasting.
Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

Gracious God,

in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,

you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love

and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Benediction

The God of all,

who raised  Jesus from the dead,

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.

Amen.

Sending Song

SongSelect  Alive Forever Amen

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
Thanks be to God.



