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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT, YEAR A 

22 FEBRURARY, 2026: 8:30 AM 

 
PRELUDE  

Organ 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, 

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For disregarding voices from the margin, 

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 

dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN 

ELW #319 “O Lord Throughout These Forty Days” 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, 

and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us 

steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17;3:1-7  

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 32:1-11 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
ELW #160 “Glory and praise to you, O Lord Jesus Christ” 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 4:1-11 

 
SERMON 
 

SONG OF THE DAY 

ELW #661 “I Love to Tell the Story” 
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BAPTISM of Vienna May Stinson 

ELW #227 

 

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the 

death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen 

humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made 

members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of 

saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 

 

Sponsors for each candidate, in turn, present the candidates: 

I present Vienna May Stinson for Baptism 

 

The presiding minister addresses parents or others who bring for baptism children who 
are not able to answer for themselves: 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 
Vienna baptized into Christ? 
Response: I do. 
 
As you bring Vienna May to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: 

to live with her among God's faithful people, 
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
so that she may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help Vienna grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: I do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture her in the Christian faith as you are empowered by 
God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with 
the church? 
Response: I do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support Vienna and pray for her in her new life in 
Christ? 
We do. 
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The presiding minister addresses candidates for baptism as well as the parents and 
sponsors of young children. The assembly may join in the responses. 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Response: 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response: 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: 
I renounce them. 

 
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
Water may be poured into the font before or during the thanksgiving. At the font, the 
presiding minister begins the thanksgiving: 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through 
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led 
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by 
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection 
you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in 
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister baptizes each candidate. The candidate is immersed into the 
water, or water is poured on the candidate's head, as the presiding minister says 

Vienna May, I baptize you in the name of the Father,* 

The candidate is immersed or water is poured on the candidate's head a second time: 

and of the Son, 
The candidate is immersed or water is poured on the candidate's head a third time: 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister prays for 
each: 

Sustain Vienna May with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the 
baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is made, 
the minister says: 

Vienna, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 
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Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 

and its needs. A brief silence. 

 

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to resist 

temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience threaten this 

planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, and 

gentleness. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of violence 

with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. Grant courage to 

those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and systemic oppression. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give peace to 

all in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely. We especially whose names we 

offer up aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (pause) Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for bread, 

bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-giving word. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace, and for 

those who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

OFFERTORY 

Anthem “Devotion” by John Ness Beck 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, 

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

PREFACE DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY 
ELW p. 162 (Setting 5) 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. 

  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your 
presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for 
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

We praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER: ELW p. 112 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. Come, eat and drink at this table. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

ELW p. 164 (Setting 5) 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

ELW #599 “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace 

unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles 

us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, 

may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus 

Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 

ELW #624 “Jesus, Still Lead On” 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 

Thanks be to God. 


