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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, YEAR A 

18 JANUARY, 2025: 8:30 AM 

 
PRELUDE  

Piano 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who 

spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the 

expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We 

say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love 

mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring 

of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives 

your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN 

ELW 314  “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE AND GLORIA: ELW p. 98-100 (SETTING 1) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through 

your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S LESSON 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 40:1-11 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
ELW p. 102 Alleluia 

GOSPEL READING: John 1:29-42 

SERMON 
 

SONG OF THE DAY 

ELW #309  “The Only Son from Heaven”  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED: ELW p. 105 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We pray for all our fellow church members, family, and friends who need comfort and 

healing, whose names we offer up aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (Pause briefly 

for intercessions to be offered.) 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 

community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip your people to work 

together for justice and peace, following the example of Martin Luther King Jr., renewer 

of society, whose birth we remember this week. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Creating God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild places, endangered 

species, and vulnerable habitats. Come to the aid of those affected by natural disasters 

(current situations may be named). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up prophets who speak 

truth to the nations. Embolden leaders and those in authority to advocate for people in 

need. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Healing God, you lift up those who are bowed down by trouble, oppression, or illness. 

We pray for all our fellow church members, family, and friends who need comfort and 

healing, whose names we offer up aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (Pause briefly 

for intercessions to be offered.) Bring an end to social injustice and inequities of every 

kind, so that all people may have abundant life. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Keep us mindful of our mission 

and guide our ministries in this community and especially bless, strengthen, and uphold 

the ministry of the church in Guatemala. Kindle in us a desire to help one another. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Faithful God, you promise to be with us always. We remember with gratitude the faithful 

departed who now rest in you. Strengthen us to the end, that we may see you face to 

face. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 

whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

OFFERTORY 

Anthem  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” arr by Dan Forrest  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those 

who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we 

have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PREFACE DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan 
you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he 
revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY 
ELW p. 108 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 

glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: ELW p. 112 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; taste 

and see. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

ELW p. 112 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

ELW #488  “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace 

unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of 

his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with 

delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we 

have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 

ELW #545 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Piano 


