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SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS, YEAR A 
4 JANUARY, 2026: 11:00 AM 

 
PRELUDE  
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.​
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. 
 
Most merciful God,​
we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We confess 
that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not 
always recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced your 
message of peace. 

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess 
our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent 
systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good 
news. 

Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.​
Amen. 

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. ☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole 
creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!​
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN 
Praise Charts​ Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy) 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your 
grace, empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S LESSON 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ALLELUIA – MASS OF RENEWAL 

GOSPEL READING: John 1:1-18 

SERMON 

SONG OF THE DAY 
ELW #297​ Jesus, What a Wonderful Child 
 
NICENE CREED: ELW p. 105 
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and 
all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
O God, you reveal yourself wherever two or three are gathered in your name. Be with 
us now, not only in the infant Jesus and resurrected Christ, but in the beloved people of 
this assembly. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself in the waters of the womb; in brooks, ponds, and oceans; and in the 
waters of baptism. Grant us wisdom to tenderly care for the earth as a garden watered 
by your grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself in blessed diversity. Help us to look for you in people near and far, in 
bodies of all kinds, and in kindred young and old. Let us seek you in many places, 
praising you in many tongues. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself in new life. Support those beginning a new job, a new relationship, 
or a new living situation, especially those displaced because of tragedy or loss. Be with 
all others who need your life-giving touch this day, especially those whose names we 
offer up aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (pause)  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You reveal yourself in holy communion. Sustain all who provide food and fellowship in 
this congregation and in the wider community. Make our tables signs of your welcoming 
presence among us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You promise to turn mourning into joy and to comfort those who weep. We remember 
those who have died and look to being united with them in your glory. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, 
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
OFFERTORY SONG 
SongSelect​ King of Kings 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may 
rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for 
his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word 
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on 
earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the 
Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: ELW p. 112 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy! 
 
LAMB OF GOD – MASS OF RENEWAL 
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COMMUNION SONG 
SongSelect​ Behold the Lamb (Getty) 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace 
unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in 
our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.​
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 
ELW #290​ Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 
DISMISSAL 
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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