
11:00AM LEADER 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT, YEAR A 

22 MARCH, 2026: 11:00 AM 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Compassionate One, 

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not 

always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender 

compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical 

hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set 

us free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform 

our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. 

Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the 

wandering ones home. In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s 

house forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG 

SongSelect “House of the Lord” 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe 

upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 

you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S LESSON 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW p. 189 

GOSPEL READING: John 11:1-45 

SERMON  

SONG OF THE DAY 

SongSelect “Graves into Gardens” 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED: ELW p. 105 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 

and its needs. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe 

into us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those 

who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where 

biodiversity thrives. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free all 

who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to 

safety. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so 

many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick and especially remember those 

whose names we offer up aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (pause)  Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized. 

Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in 

your power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

OFFERTORY 

SongSelect “Great are You Lord” 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send 

rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of 

bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear 

witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 

glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: ELW p. 112 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

SongSelect “One Bread, One Body” 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace 

unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles 

us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, 

may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 

SongSelect  “Sing Wherever I Go” 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 


