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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT, YEAR A 

1 MARCH, 2026: 8:30 AM 

 
PRELUDE  

Organ 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, 

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For disregarding voices from the margin, 

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 

dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN 

ELW #321 “Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church” 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live 

as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up 

your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 121:1-8 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5,13-17 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
ELW #160 “Glory and praise to you, O Lord Jesus Christ” 
The Son of Man must be | lifted up,* that whoever believes in him may have e- | ternal 
life. (John 3:14-15) 
 
GOSPEL READING: John 3:1-17 

 
SERMON 
 

SONG OF THE DAY 

ELW #323 “God Loved the World” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: ELW p. 105  
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.*  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 

and its needs. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of 

church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages, give your church the means to 

praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water declare 

your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, and all who 

labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek the 

flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance, 

and peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to 

any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to 

all who are struggling with illness or loss. We especially remember those whose names 

we offer up aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (pause) Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Guiding One, you watch over our going out and our coming in. 

We give thanks for newcomers and new members who are finding their place within this 

community. Strengthen and encourage them as they grow in faith and connection 

among us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank 

you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this whole world 

by your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

OFFERTORY 

Anthem “God So Loved the World” by John Stainer 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send 

rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, 

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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PREFACE DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY 
ELW p. 162 (Setting 5) 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. 

  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your 
presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for 
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

We praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: ELW p. 112 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. Come, eat and drink at this table. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

ELW p. 164 (Setting 5) 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

ELW #542 “O Living Bread from Heaven” 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace 

unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles 

us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, 

may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus 

Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG 

ELW #618 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 


