8:30 AM LEADER

Sunday, November 30, 2025
1st Sunday of Advent, Year A

PRELUDE
Organ

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the
ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake.
Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that
we may abound in the hope you have promised.

Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. As a
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
ELW #257 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs. 1-4)
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations to walk in
your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and the
dawn of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath.
(The first candle of the Advent Wreath is lit while the hymn is sung)

ELW #240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (vs. 1)

Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and
welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed
be God forever.

Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S LESSON

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5

RESPONSORIAL Psalm 122

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
ELW p. 102 Alleluia. Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 24:36-44
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
ELW #436 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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APOSTLES’ CREED: ELW p. 105
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
creation.

A brief silence.

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay
leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in
your paths. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to
care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of
hate and transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of
war to sow peace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions
who are ill or despairing, especially those whose names we offer up aloud or in the
silence of our hearts. (Pause briefly for intercessions to be offered.) Surround all with
care and consolation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (continued)

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships
fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and
sponsors in their care for others. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us
with all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

OFFERTORY
ELW #188 Create in Me a Clean Heart

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this
meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your
kingdom come.

Amen.

PREFACE DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY
ELW p. 108

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
ELW p. 153 (sung)
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

ELW p. 109 (sung)
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

LAMB OF GOD
ELW p. 112

COMMUNION HYMN
ELW #490 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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COMMUNION BLESSING

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the
Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.

Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager
to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

May God who comes among us, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN
ELW #246 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Organ



