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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR C 

11 MAY, 2025: 8:30 AM 

 
PRELUDE 

Organ 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN 

ELW #385 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE 

ELW p. 138 SETTING THREE 



8:30 AM  LEADER 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

ELW p. 140 This is the feast of victory 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 

shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in 

everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in 

your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

CHILDREN’S LESSON 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 23 

SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

ELW p. 142 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

GOSPEL READING: John 10:22-30 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

ELW #781 Children of the Heavenly Father  

NICENE CREED 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

You guide your people to the waters of life. Make your church a nourishing place for all 

who are thirsty for hope and healing. Renew us in the waters of baptism, and send us 

forth as signs of your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You sustain your church throughout the world, and strengthen our bonds with Christians 

in all places. Bless and strengthen the church in Guatemala, and give their leaders 

vision and courage to carry out the work of the Gospel. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places. Revive fragile ecosystems and restore 

species in danger of extinction. Teach us new ways of living in balance and harmony 

with your creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You lead all peoples along right pathways. Grant wisdom and compassion to judges, 

lawyers, mediators, and legal advocates. Dismantle systems of mass incarceration, 

empower processes of restorative justice, and encourage all who strive for healing in 

our communities. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You wipe the tears from every eye. Tend to all who struggle with anxiety or depression, 

loneliness, or despair. Send your comforting presence to the loved ones, friends, and 

fellow church members in need of prayers, whose names we offer up aloud or in the 

silence of our hearts. (Pause briefly for intercessions to be offered.). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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This Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer mothering care. 

Come close to those whose relationships with their families are difficult, and console all 

who grieve the loss of mother figures or the loss of children. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You are the source of everlasting life. In deep gratitude for all your saints, we rejoice in 

the joy and hope of the resurrection made known to us in Jesus, your beloved son. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with 

us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

OFFERTORY 

ELW #182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 

blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PREFACE DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who 

in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with 

Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea 
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and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels and all of the heavenly host, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY 

ELW p. 144 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks 

for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for 

our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

 

ELW p. 145 (sung) 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 

thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 

mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 

bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 

who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 

grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 

now and forever. 

 

ELW p. 145 (sung) 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
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trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 

God’s table. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

ELW p. 146 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

ELW #468 Around You, O Lord Jesus 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace 

unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us 

forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING  

ELW #376 Thine Is the Glory 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE 

Organ 


