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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR C 

27 APRIL, 2025: 8:30 AM 

 
PRELUDE 

Organ 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 

us birth, our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through 

the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your 

people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and 

sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of 

water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus 

Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and 

love. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN 

ELW #635 We Walk by Faith 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE 

ELW p. 138 SETTING THREE 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

ELW p. 140 This is the feast of victory 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen 

Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the 

body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

CHILDREN’S LESSON 

FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 118:14-29 

SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4-8 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

ELW p. 142 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

GOSPEL READING: John 20:19-31 

SERMON: PASTOR BOB BEAR 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

ELW #386 O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing (vs. 5-8) 

NICENE CREED 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Inspire the church with the breath of your Holy Spirit, that we may sing the good news of 

the resurrection. Inspire deacons and pastors, lay leaders and bishops to boldly 

proclaim your love for all people. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Preserve the earth as a safe home for all creatures. Restore habitats contaminated by 

pollution or overuse, strengthen efforts to shape more sustainable communities, and 

make us mindful of the impacts of our daily lives on the well-being of creation. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Kindle in the nations a spirit of cooperation and mutual care. Raise up creative and 

courageous leaders committed to solving complex challenges in our local and global 

communities with justice, compassion, and humility. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Transform our fear into curiosity and love, especially across differences in race, religion, 

sexuality, gender identity, and economic situation. Unravel stereotypes that lead to 

discrimination, and destroy oppressive systems that marginalize vulnerable 

communities. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Embrace all who carry wounds, that they might know your compassion. Draw near to 

those with chronic pain or anxiety, and all for whom death is near. Send your comforting 

presence to the loved ones, friends, and fellow church members in need of prayers, 

whose names we offer up aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (Pause briefly for 

intercessions to be offered.) Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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God of grace and mercy, we thank you for having given us your faithful servant Pope 

Francis. While we, along with our brothers and sister in the Roman Catholic Church, 

grieve his passing, help us to celebrate the gift you gave us in his ministry and 

presence. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We remember the faithful departed from all times and places. Confident that you are the 

Alpha and Omega, we pray for your wisdom and guidance until our earthly pilgrimage is 

complete. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with 

us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

OFFERTORY 

Organ 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 

blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PREFACE DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who 

in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with 
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Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea 

and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels and all of the heavenly host, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY 

ELW p. 144 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks 

for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for 

our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

ELW p. 145 (sung) 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 

thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 

mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 

bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 

who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 

grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 

now and forever. 

ELW p. 145 (sung) 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 

God’s table. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

ELW p. 146 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

ELW #462 Now We Join in Celebration 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace 

unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us 

forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING  

ELW #369 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE 

Organ 


