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ASH WEDNESDAY, YEAR C 

5 MARCH, 2025: 12:00 PM / 7:00 PM 

 
ENTER IN SILENCE 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins 

of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of 

our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 51:1-17 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
ELW p. 177 Lenten Acclamation 
 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

ELW #321 Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church 

 

INVITATION TO LENT 

[The assembly is seated. The presiding minister may invite the assembly into the 

discipline of Lent.] 

 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ 

passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s 

mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, 

and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our 

neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 
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As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists 

whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the 

discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial 

giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us 

continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death 

and resurrection. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN: ELW p. 252 

[At 12:00, invite the congregation to follow along on p. 252 in the hymnal.] 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

Most holy and merciful God, 

we confess to you and to one another, 

and before the whole company of heaven, 

that we have sinned by our fault, 

by our own fault, 

by our own most grievous fault, 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been 

forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true 

to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our 

lives, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess 

to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we 

confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
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Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice 

and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come 

after us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a 

sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

[People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes. Ministers mark the 

forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:] 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 

Anthem Here’s One (by Mark Hayes) (7:00 only) 

 

[After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit, and the minister 

continues.] 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

God of our journeys, we pray for the church as the season of Lent begins. Guide your 

people in spiritual practices and preparation for baptism. Strengthen communities of 
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faith in discipleship and witness for the sake of the gospel. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

God of creation, we pray for the earth. As you once brought forth life from the dust, 

breathe healing and renewal into all places where ecosystems are stretched and 

strained. Nurture organic cycles of life, death, and rebirth. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

God of the nations, we pray for an end to wars and occupations that reduce 

communities to ash. Turn leaders away from fearful decision-making, and lead all 

people into the justice and compassion of your reign. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

God of the suffering, we pray for all who live with any pain (especially). Comfort people 

living with chronic or terminal illnesses, addictions, or anxiety. Grant that all who dwell in 

the dust of grief may know your presence there. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

God of community, we pray for those who accompany the dying: for first responders, 

health care and hospice workers, chaplains, and those who facilitate burials of the dead. 

Sustain them as they serve their neighbors in life and death with dignity and care. God, 

in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

God of the cross, we give thanks for those who have completed their lives on earth and 

have returned to you. Strengthen us with the promise that within the ashes of death are 

the seeds of resurrection life. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the 
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

OFFERTORY 

Anthem Create In Me a Clean Heart, O God (Mueller) (7:00 only) 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 

become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth 

into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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PREFACE DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY 
ELW p. 162 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks 

for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for 

our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 

thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 

mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 

bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 

who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 

grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
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To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: ELW p. 112 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. Come, eat and drink at this table. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

ELW p. 164 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

ELW #471 Let Us Break Bread Together 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace 

unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of 

baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from 

self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 

which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 

weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

DEPART IN SILENCE 


