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NATIVITY OF OUR LORD: CHRISTMAS EVE, YEAR C
24 DECEMBER, 2024: 8:00 PM

PRELUDE
Handbells

CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION
Marcel Benoit

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
ELW #283 O Come, All Ye Faithful

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
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And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake
to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 96
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
ELW p. 102 Alleluia

GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:1-20

SERMON

SONG OF THE DAY
ELW #282 It Came upon the Midnight Clear

NICENE CREED: ELW p. 105
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again



8:00 PM LEADER

in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and
all people.

A brief silence.

Angels sing with praise, and shepherds run with haste. As we glorify and praise you in
this place, send us into the world, proclaiming the salvation you have revealed this
night. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

The nations declare your glory. Uphold the leaders of the earth with your justice and
righteousness. Break the rod of the oppressor in every land, and bring peace where
there is conflict. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

The holy family finds shelter around the animals’ manger. Draw near to persons
experiencing homelessness, those who are alone this holiday season, and all for whom
this world makes no room. Wrap all your children in your love and mercy. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

A child is born for us and light shines on the weary. Watch over those who give birth this
night and attend to those who are dying. Be present in our joys and in our sorrows. Hear
the prayers we offer up aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (Pause briefly for
intercessions to be offered.) God of grace,

receive our prayer.

The heavenly host praises you. With thanksgiving for Mary, Joseph, and all your saints,
sustain us in the blessed hope revealed this night. Fashion us by their example into a
people zealous for good deeds, sharing your love and mercy with all. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
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We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all,
through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’'s peace.

OFFERTORY
Anthem O Little Town of Bethlehem (Matt Allemani, solo)

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to
bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be
blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for
joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PREFACE DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to
a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

HOLY
ELW p. 108
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER: ELW p. 112

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus.
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LAMB OF GOD
ELW p. 112

COMMUNION SONG
Anthem O Holy Night (Nich Stinson, solo)

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace
unto life everlasting.

Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have
feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy
people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CANDLE LIGHTING

The pastor lights a candle from the altar candles; the ushers light their candles from the
pastor’s candle. The ushers then light the candle of each worshiper nearest the aisle,
then they in turn light their neighbor’s candle.

Lighted candles should not be tipped. After all have received the light, we shall begin
singing. Please extinguish your candle at the end of Silent Night, keep it upright until the
wax is no longer liquid, and place it in the containers at the exit as you depart.

Reading: John 1:1-14 (Assisting Minister)

!In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. ?He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.

1°He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. *He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept

him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, *who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
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CAROL
ELW #281  Silent Night, Holy Night!

BENEDICTION
Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
ELW #270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice in the birth of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Instrumental Go, Tell It on the Mountain



