11:00 AM		LEADER
[bookmark: _Hlk181196984][bookmark: _Hlk182904077]4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C
22 DECEMBER, 2024: 11:00 AM

PRELUDE 
Piano

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH
[The family or individuals assigned to light the candle are invited forward.]

ELW #240	Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (vs. 4)

Our fourth candle symbolizes love – especially God’s love for us, which sent God’s only begotten son into the world that we may have everlasting life. On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light all four candles, recalling the hope, peace, joy, and love that their light represents.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, for the light of these candles and for the spiritual gifts they symbolize for us. As we light these candles, we pray that our preparation for the coming of Christ bears good fruit in our hearts, our community, and our world. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

[All four candles are lit.]

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
God of mercy,
we confess that we have sinned.
We trust too much in earthly powers and human authority.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.
God of might,
we confess that we have sinned.
We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.
God in our midst,
we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.
Bring your mercy to birth in us.
A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and forgiveness of God through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG
SongSelect	O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (For King and Country)

APOSTOLIC GREETING
[bookmark: _Hlk152145988]The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk171430659][bookmark: _Hlk164774866]CHILDREN’S LESSON
FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a
SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW #174 Celtic Alleluia
GOSPEL READING: Luke 1:39-55 (Marge Mynhier)
SERMON
SONG OF THE DAY
ELW #723	The Canticle of the Turning

APOSTLES’ CREED: ELW p. 105
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk181197087]PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
[bookmark: _Hlk179883034][bookmark: _Hlk166664046][bookmark: _Hlk167783617]As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for God’s presence.
A brief silence.
[bookmark: _Hlk167783176][bookmark: _Hlk182904549]We pray, O God, that you increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with those of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the mystery of your incarnation, and embolden us to pursue your justice in the world. Bless the church in Guatemala, and strengthen the bonds of fellowship between us. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and fills the hungry with good things. We pray that you nurture in local governments and municipalities a desire to care for all who are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We pray that you shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council and staff in discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the community. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We pray that you make your healing presence known among those who are sick, lonely, or hurting. Hear the prayers we offer up aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (Pause briefly for intercessions to be offered.) Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
In gratitude for those who have died, we praise you for your faithfulness throughout history. We thank you for the witness of all the saints who have gone on before us. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

OFFERTORY
SongSelect	Awake O Sleeper

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER: ELW p. 112
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good. Come and eat at God’s table.

COMMUNION 
SongSelect	Jesus Messiah

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life everlasting.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
[bookmark: _GoBack]ELW #242	Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Piano	
2

