8:30 AM LEADER

3" SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C: GAUDETE SUNDAY
15 DECEMBER, 2024: 8:30 AM

PRELUDE
Handbells  What Child Is This? (arr. Jason Krug)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH
[The family or individuals assigned to light the candle are invited forward.]

ELW #240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (vs. 3)

On this, the third Sunday of Advent, which is also known as Gaudete (or “rejoice”)
Sunday, we light the rose candle as a symbol of joy, recalling the Apostle Paul’'s
admonition to “rejoice in the Lord always.”

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for
Christ’s advent. As we light these three candles, we pray that you fill our hearts with joy
as we await the coming of Christ. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our
neighbors in need and share our joy with all. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

[Two blue and the rose candles are lit.]

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
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walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the

name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
ELW #239 Hark, the Glad Sound!

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of
John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S LESSON

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20

CANTICLE lIsaiah 12:2-6

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW p. 160

GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:7-18

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
ELW #873 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart

APOSTLES’ CREED: ELW p. 105
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
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| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that
long for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

O God, fill your church with courage to do your will. Empower your people in taking risks
that bear fruit. Raise up leaders who will proclaim the good news. Bless the church in
Guatemala, and strengthen the bonds of fellowship between us. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Guide legislatures, judges, and lawyers in actions steeped in love and restoration.
Increase the desire to advocate for all who are confronted with discrimination and
oppression. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Move among the people in this congregation. Deepen our relationships with one
another, and make us aware of the diverse talents and gifts present here. Lord, in your
mercy,

receive our prayer.

Restore your people who are in any need, O God. Heal all who are suffering. Provide
comfort and strength, and nurture sustained wholeness for the future. Hear the prayers
we offer up aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (Pause briefly for intercessions to be
offered.) Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.
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We thank you for the time we have had with loved ones who have died. Comfort us with
the promise of everlasting life in you. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in
the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

OFFERTORY
Anthem Rejoice in the Lord Always (Henry Purcell)

OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PREFACE DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will
also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY: ELW p. 162
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER: ELW p. 145

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good. Come and eat at God’s table.
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LAMB OF GOD: ELW p. 164

COMMUNION
SongSelect We Wait in Hope

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace
unto life everlasting.

Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry
will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BENEDICTION
Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
ELW #260 The King Shall Come

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Organ



