
11:00 Contemporary Worship 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 – 3rd Sunday After Epiphany, Year A 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see 

Christ revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship 

the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among us. 

 

Gathering Song 

ELW #314 Arise, Your Light Has Come! vs. 1 & 4, then segue to 

ELW #671 Shine, Jesus, Shine (vs 1 – chorus, vs. 2 – chorus) 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 



 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Song After Confession 

ELW #801 Change My Heart, O God (refrain, verse, refrain) 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you.  

 

Prayer of the Day 

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your 

light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4 

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian 

military forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a 



light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, 

because God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 

 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the Lord] brought 

into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 

glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

ELW #172 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (2x) 

 

 

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter, beginning at the twelfth verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He 

proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 

 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth 

and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that 

what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

 16the people who sat in darkness 

  have seen a great light, 

 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 



 

 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 

them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

 

 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news 

of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

 

Dwelling in the Word 
 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Sermon: “A Call to Adventure” – Minister Jamie Witt 

 

Hymn of the Day 

ELW #798 Will You Come and Follow Me? (vs. 1, 2, 5) 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

 

Prayers for the Church, the World, Each Other, Ourselves 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

People of God, what prayers do you bring today for the Church as a whole and for this 

congregation? (Invitation to lift names and situations aloud). 

 

Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to work 

together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the World Council of 

Churches and Lutheran World Federation. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. Bless 

harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. Equip farmers 

to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

What do you ask for the world today? (Invitation to lift names and situations aloud) 

 

In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the oppressor in 

every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. Grant us leaders who 

lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Who needs our prayers today? (Invitation to lift names and situations aloud that need healing, 

comfort & peace). 

 

Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse communities to care 

for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are isolated and lonely. We 

especially lift up those we have named aloud or silently in our hearts. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For what gifts and blessings do you wish to give thanks? (Invitation to lift names and situations 

aloud). 

 

Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community. Nurture each 

congregation’s unique witness to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in 

loving our neighbors. We praise you and celebrate with you joyfully for birthdays, anniversaries, 

and all other special occasions in our lives. Merciful God, 



receive our prayer. 

 

Please lift up the names of those who have died. (Invitation to lift names aloud). 

 

We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and unknown. Help us to 

leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the fullness of your promise of eternal life. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 

crucified. 

Amen. 

 

Passing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Song 

Anthem Shine On Us 

 

Offering Prayer 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

Communion Song 

ELW #474 Bread of Life from Heaven 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 



today and always. 

Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn 

W&P #132 Step By Step (twice + coda) 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 


