Worship Plan for Sunday, June 25, 2017
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
Introduction to the day
Today is the second of seven Sundays where we will Countdown LCR’s 7
Favorite Bible Stories. In today’s story, the description of the soldier Goliath
vividly depicts the superiority of Philistine military might. In contrast, young
David is armed with a slingshot and faith in God. David’s victory witnesses
to the whole earth that “there is a God in Israel.”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Teach us, good Lord God,
to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to
fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to
labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
READING: I Samuel 17: 1-11, 41-49
202
The reading may be announced:

Pew Bible, Old Testament, page

A reading from the First book of Samuel.
Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; they were gathered at
Socoh, which belongs to Judah, and encamped between Socoh and
Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 2Saul and the Israelites gathered and
encamped in the valley of Elah, and formed ranks against the Philistines.
3
The Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on
the mountain on the other side, with a valley between them. 4And there
came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named Goliath, of
Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 5He had a helmet of bronze
on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; the weight of the coat
was five thousand shekels of bronze. 6He had greaves of bronze on his
legs and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. 7The shaft of his
spear was like a weaver's beam, and his spear's head weighed six hundred

shekels of iron; and his shield- bearer went before him. 8He stood and
shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why have you come out to draw up for
battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a
man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. 9If he is able to fight
with me and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if I prevail against
him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us." 10And the
Philistine said, "Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man, that we
may fight together." 11When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the
Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.
41
The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield- bearer
in front of him. 42When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained
him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. 43The
Philistine said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?" And
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44The Philistine said to David,
"Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild
animals of the field." 45But David said to the Philistine, "You come to me
with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the name of the
LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.
46
This very day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you
down and cut off your head; and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine
army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the
earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47and that
all this assembly may know that the LORD does not save by sword and
spear; for the battle is the LORD's and he will give you into our hand."
48
When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly
toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49David put his hand in his bag,
took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead; the
stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground.
The reading may be concluded:
Word of God, word of life.
The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following
examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s
world.
A brief silence.
God of grace, we give you thanks for renewing the church in every age
(especially through Philipp Melanchthon and the witness of the Augsburg
Confession). Bless missionaries who boldly proclaim your mercy
throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Generous God, you love the sparrows and shower your whole creation with
abundance. Guide our stewardship by your wisdom so that all life flourishes
as you intend. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of peace, change the hearts of leaders who go to war. Enlighten their
minds with your holy imagination, opening new paths to peace and
renewed life. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Compassionate God, you tell us not to fear, but we do. Give courage to
everyone who faces oppression and bigotry, hunger and homelessness.
Bring healing and hope to all your people (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of community, thank you for the gift of this congregation. Bless all who
are new here. Teach us how to welcome one another. Unite us as we
proclaim your love. Shine through our common life. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for all who have been baptized into Christ Jesus and now
rest in the fullness of Christ’s resurrection (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to
your care through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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